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TYMPANOTOMY AND TUBE INSERTION 
 

Patient Information 
 

 Tympanotomy and tube insertion (T&T) is procedure in which a small incision is 
made in the eardrum and a small plastic drainage tube is inserted. This procedure is 
generally performed to prevent recurrent or persistent ear infections. It works by allowing 
ventilation of the middle ear space. In general, if this space can be ventilated and the fluid 
can be prevented from accumulating, ear infections can be prevented. 
 
 Surgery is usually performed in the hospital as an outpatient. This means the 
patient is usually able to go home the same day. The procedure does require a general 
anesthetic, but takes only a few minutes. If a T&T is performed alone, an IV is not 
required and the operation takes about 15 minutes. After the surgery, your child may be 
fussy for the rest of the day, but should be back to normal by the following day. The ears 
may or may not drain fluid for a couple of days, depending on what id found at the time 
of surgery. The tubes will stay in place for 6 to 12 months and will eventually fall out on 
their own. The tubes are about the size of the head of a pin, so you will not usually find 
the tubes when they fall out. The perforation that is left behind in the eardrum usually 
seal up on its own. If your child continues to have ear infections after the tubes have 
fallen out, a second set may be required. 
 
 No surgical procedure is without risks and T&T is no different. The most frequent 
problem post-operatively is persistent drainage from the ears. If this occurs, it is a sign of 
continued infection, and it can be treated with both eardrops and oral antibiotics. The next 
most frequent problem is a permanent perforation of the eardrum after the tubes have 
fallen out. This is more frequent with long lasting tubes (T-tubes) and with revision 
surgery. If this occurs, the perforation will simply act as a permanent ventilation tube and 
will not need to be repaired right away. Also, your chills may have some degree of 
hearing loss due to the infections and no guarantee can be made as to the resolution of 
this hearing loss. Other rare occurrences include bleeding, pain, and early extrusion of the 
tubes. 
 
 YOU SHOULD CONTACT DOCTOR  

If there is a fever over 101.5 that does not easily correct with liquid Motrin or 
Tylenol 
If there is ongoing drainage from either ear after finishing ear drops 
Follow up with Dr. Maurer in 3 weeks. 


