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Does Medicare pay for hearing aids?

Medicare coverage for hearing health care 
is confusing. Below are general guidelines of 
Medicare coverage for diagnostic testing and 

remediation of hearing loss.
 Medicare will cover one hearing test for patients who 
have never worn hearing aids. If you already wear aids, 
Medicare will not pay for a hearing test unless you are 
being seen for a new condition (Something other than 
the hearing loss that was already diagnosed and treated 
with hearing aids). Examples of other conditions include 
dizziness, tinnitus, ear pain, etc.
 If your hearing loss is due to illness or surgery, 
Medicare may cover the diagnostic hearing exam, even 
if you wear hearing aids. However, your doctor must 
prescribe the hearing test based on medical need. 
Your audiologist must have the order prior to you being 
seen for a hearing evaluation.
 You pay 20% of the Medicare-approved amount for 
hearing services that are covered by Medicare (unless 
you have a secondary insurance that covers that amount). 
You are also responsible for paying your deductible.

Medicare does not cover:
• Routine or repeat hearing tests
• Hearing aids
• Cerumen removal
• Programming of hearing aids
• Cleaning/checking of hearing aids
• Hearing aid repairs
• Batteries for hearing aids
• Office visits

 You may ask yourself why we ask for your 
insurance cards and bill Medicare when they rarely 
pay for audiology services. Most people have a 
secondary insurance carrier, however we can’t bill 
them until we bill Medicare. Medicare provides us with 
a payment denial that must be sent to your secondary 
insurer. Hearing care is not always a benefit of secondary 
policies, but we will be happy to check your benefits. 
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What’s NEW in Hearing Aids 

oin us for a look and listen while wearing the new Unitron Moxi Fit.  People 
want to get back in the conversation or even just stay in the conversation.  With 
Unitron Moxi Fit we can make that happen.  To introduce you to these hearing 

aids, we have arranged a special event that we think you would love to attend.

Join us on Wednesday, May 11, 2016.  We are offering a FREE hearing 
screening, FREE up-close-and-personal preview of the new hearing aids. And we 
feel so confident with these hearing aids you can take them home for a week to try 
them out in your own surroundings!   

Unitron Moxit Fit is powering a whole new 
direction in natural sound. With the best 
dynamic range, clean handling of signals and 
seamless sound integration, it’s taking sound 
quality to a place it’s never been before. That 
seamless integration means that features work 
flawlessly together without sacrificing sound quality and in tune with the listener’s 
life, no matter what environment.   

Audiology and Hearing Services would like to give you the opportunity to see for 
yourself.  You are invited to come in and experience Unitron’s Moxi Fit. 

Call 517-323-6222 or email 
audiohearing@sbcglobal.net today 

to reserve a spot for Wednesday, May 11th

May is Better Hearing Month



 

Don’t Hurt Those You Love – 
Hearing Loss Affects Those Around You

 In February 2015, a paper was published in the Journal of American Academy of Audiology 
that provided a systematic review of the literature by Rebecca Kamil and Frank Linn, MD, 
Phd, on how hearing loss in older adults affects their communication partners (CPs), – family 
members, spouses or significant others. 
 Communication difficulties in the hearing impaired person were found to be a source of 
stress and lower satisfaction levels in their relationships, restricted social life, burdened 
communication, and reduced quality of life for their partner.  Two studies looked at the emotional 
impact of the individual’s hearing loss on their partner: one showed poorer emotional health 
of their partner and another concluded that the hearing impairment negatively impacted their 
partner’s physical health.
 Treatment of hearing loss with hearing aids were associated with improvements in their 
partner’s quality of life, relationship satisfaction, communication, and social functioning.  Some 
areas of improvement included the ability to enjoy life, conversations, TV and group activities.  
Keep your loved ones healthy and happy – have your hearing checked today.

Middle Age is:
• When you know all the answers and 

nobody asks the questions.
• When a man is always thinking that in 

a week or two he will feel as good as 
ever.

• When your wife tells you to pull in your 
stomach and you already have.

• When a woman’s hair turns from salt 
and pepper to black.

• When a broad mind and a narrow 
waist begin to change places.

On Aging
• In youth we want to change the world.  

In old age we want to change youth.
• “The old forget. The young don’t know.” 

– A Japanese proverb
• Age discrimination is very common, 

considering how often the person with 
the white hair gets the dinner check.

• “Being young is a fault which improves 
daily.” – A Swedish proverb

• Among the things that get better with 
age are wine and cheese, and the 
good old days.

As soon as you feel 
too old to do a thing 

– DO IT!

Astute Observations
• If you have the power to make 

someone happy, do it. The world 
needs more of that.

• When I get old, I don’t want people 
thinking, “What a sweet old lady!” I 
want them saying, “OH NO, what’s 
she up to now?!”

• I don’t like practical jokes, I’ve seen 
too many get elected.

• Snowmen fall from heaven 
unassembled.

• No one ever says, “It’s only a game!” 
when their team is winning.

Hearing Loss and Tinnitus May 
Increase the Risk of Work Injuries

esearchers at the Yale School of Medicine conducted a retrospective analysis and found 
that workers with a history of tinnitus in conjunction with high-frequency hearing loss are 

more likely to be injured.  They analyzed more than 9,000 production 
and maintenance workers who were employed at six aluminum 

manufacturing plants.
 The risk of acute injury was found to be 25% greater 
among workers with tinnitus and high-frequency hearing 
loss.  Workers with tinnitus and low-frequency hearing loss 
did not face the same risk of acute injury, but were more 
likely to sustain minor injuries.
 Researchers suggest that at-risk workers in noisy work 

environments with tinnitus and hearing loss should have their 
hearing tested and discuss appropriate hearing protection.
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10 Totally Unrelated Facts:
1. Hearing is the last sense to go when you die.
2.   If you had bought the computing power found inside the iPhone 5 in 1991, it would have 

cost you $3.56 million.
3.   In the span of 66 years, we went from taking flight to landing on the moon.
4. A dog’s hearing range is much broader than humans. They can hear 40Hz to 60,000Hz.  

Humans can hear 20Hz to 20,000Hz.
5. In 1990, one million people worldwide owned a mobile phone. Today there are between 5 

and 6 billion in circulation.
6.  Humans will create more information in the form of data in the next two days than was 

created in all of history up until the year 2003.
7. Hearing loss is linked to a greater risk of depression in adults of all ages. But studies show 

treating hearing loss can boost the quality of life.
8. Human life expectancy has increased more in the last 50 years than it did in the previous 

200,000 years. In 1950, life expectancy was 47 years. Today it is over 78.8 years.
9.  The average person walks close to 75,000 miles by age 50.  This is the equivalent of five 

round trips from New York to London.
10. Six out of 100 hearing instrument owners are male.

• • • • • • • • 



Living Well: Fend Off the Blues 
with a Hearing Test!

Need a mood boost? Maybe it’s time to check your hearing.

ere’s why: Hearing loss is linked to a greater risk of depression in adults of all ages, 
especially in 18 to 69 year-olds. But studies show treating hearing loss can boost quality 
of life.

  People with hearing loss who use hearing aids are less likely to feel down, depressed 
or hopeless, research from the Better Hearing Institute (BHI) shows – and they get more 
pleasure from doing things.
  Luckily, the vast majority of people with hearing loss can benefit from hearing aids. And 
tremendous advances in technology – even in just the last couple of years – have made 
today’s hearing aids better than ever, motivating many 
to get a full hearing test from a hearing healthcare 
professional.
  Sleek, cutting-edge, present-day hearing aids 
allow people to hear more clearly the richness of 
sounds and conversation from all directions while 
filtering out background noise. Many sit discreetly 
and comfortable inside the ear canal, out of sight. 
And many are wireless, so they can stream sound 
from smartphones, home entertainment systems, 
conference-room speakerphones, hearing loops and other electronics – directly into your 
hearing aid(s) at volumes just right for you. Some are waterproof, and others are rechargeable.
  So if you’ve been fighting the doldrums, make sure it’s not unaddressed hearing loss that’s 
been weighing you down. Get a hearing test at Audiology & Hearing Services. And be inspired 
by these five ways that treating hearing loss may help put some spring back in your step.
1.  Keeping a positive outlook: People with hearing loss who use hearing aids are more 

likely to be optimistic and feel engaged in life, BHI research shows. Many even say they feel 
more confident and better about themselves.

2. Getting out and enjoying life: People with hearing difficulty who use hearing aids not 
only get more pleasure from doing things, but are more likely to exercise and meet up with 
friends to socialize, BHI research reports. Most even say it has helped their overall quality 
of life.

3. Cultivating relationships and social connections: Using hearing aids can have a 
positive effect on your relationships and ability to participate in group activities. In fact, 
people who wear hearing aids are more likely to have a strong social network.

4. Communicating effectively: Using present-day hearing aids can help people with hearing 
loss in their overall ability to communicate in most situations. Most who bought their hearing 
aids within the past five years say they’re pleased with their ability to hear in the workplace; 
at home with family members; in conversations in both small and large groups; when 
watching TV with others; in lecture halls, theaters or concert halls; when riding in a car; and 
even when trying to follow conversations in the presence of noise.

5. Maintaining a can-do attitude at work and at home: BHI research shows that those 
with hearing difficulty who use hearing aids are more likely to tackle problems actively. And 
most hearing aid users in the workforce say it has helped their performance on the job. In 
fact, earlier BHI research found that using hearing aids reduced the risk of income loss 
by 90-100% for those with milder hearing loss and from 65-77% for those with severe to 
moderate hearing loss. People with untreated hearing loss can lose as much as $30,000 
income annually, the study found.

Fend off the blues – schedule a hearing test today!
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 Can E-Cigarettes 
Cause Hearing Loss?
 There have been no studies conducted 
on the potential negative effects of the ear 
or hearing from e-cigarettes, but users of 
the e-cigarettes have experienced hearing 
loss, tinnitus and or occlusion of the ears.  
Musician Rob Swire believes that vaping 
(smoking e-cigarettes) led to hearing loss 
in one of his ears. He learned that certain 
chemicals used in “e-juice” – the potion 
that creates the vapor from an e-cigarette 
– are toxic to the ear. He described his 
symptoms as coming on suddenly after 
vaping, and urged others with symptoms 
to stop vaping immediately, and consult 
with an ENT doctor.

Well, I’ve finally reached 
the wonder years...

 Wonder where my car is parked? 
Wonder where I left my phone? Wonder 
where my glasses are? Wonder what day 
it is?

I am a Seenager. 
(Senior teenager)

  I have everything that I wanted as a 
teenager, only 60 years later:
• I don’t have to go to school or work. 
• I get an allowance every month.
• I have my own pad.
• I don’t have a curfew.
• I have a driver’s license and my own car.
• I have ID that gets me into bars and the 

whisky store.
Life is great.

“40 is the old age of youth; 50 is 
the youth of old age .”

   – French Proverb

1 in 10
 Americans believe they’ll live to be 
100. Researchers have found several key 
factors for reaching triple digits, including 
the control of inflammation and glucose 
levels (in other words, cutting back on 
sugar). It’s also important to increase 
vitamin D intake with foods like salmon, 
fortified dairy and eggs; improve liver 
function by limiting alcohol to no more than 
one drink a day, and eat citrus fruits. 
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7 Misconceptions 
You May Have About Hearing Loss

1.  Personal sound amplifiers are the same as hearing aids.
 These amplifiers were created for recreational activities, increasing overall volume rather than adapting to your environment the way hearing 

aids do. These devices can actually damage hearing rather than help it.
2.  If I needed help with my hearing, I would know.
 Hearing loss is gradual – often people live with it for years without knowing it, allowing their hearing to continue to decline.
3.  It makes no difference where I go to get my hearing aids.
 In order to treat something properly, you need a proper diagnosis. A trained audiologist can create a customized 

treatment plan and help you through each step in the process – treatment isn’t a one-time transaction.
4.  Hearing aids are just an ugly reminder of old age.
 Hearing loss is more noticeable than a hearing aid. New technology means countless fits for all lifestyles, 

from receiver-in-the-canal hearing aids to those that are designed to be virtually unnoticeable.
5. Hearing aids are just too expensive.
 Hearing aids are no small investment, but can you really put a price on enjoying your life? The true value of 

hearing aids comes from well-fit, maintained devices and care from an audiologist.
6. Hearing aids will restore my hearing to normal.
 Hearing aids are called “aids” because they help – they don’t cure. They help the hearing that is 

still intact. Having your hearing aids work for you instead of the other way around is a process, 
not a single appointment.

7. Hearing loss is just what happens when you get older.
 Hearing loss affects all ages. Noise-induced hearing loss is only one type of impairment; others 

may be caused by ear infection, fluid in the ear, and even impacted earwax. Accepting hearing loss 
is no way to live – there are resources out there to help you improve your hearing and get your 

 life back.

6512 Centurion Dr.

Suite 340

Lansing, MI 48917

517-323-6222


